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The Common fears for the yemeni University youth:
A Surve ytudy for the students of Ibb University

Dr.Fhadhle Z. Al Janabi

ABSTRACT:

The main objective of the current study is to limit the nature
and number of fear stimuli that are common and know the effect of
gender and environment to put them according to sequential order
and the degree of their to common .

The researcher made fear survey schedules , the introductory
study included (400) male and female students with (185) fear stimuli
distributed into (10) fields . The too was used after making sure of its
validity and reliability .

The society of study was male and female students of Ibb
University .

The researcher chose a sample of (500) male and female students
5% of the original number .

The researcher used statistical means to analyze the study data
such as weight mean X* square .
The most important results were :
1- The increase of the youth fears .
2- The moral and religious fears come first .
3- The appearance of new fears such as those concerned
with politics and economics

4- The difference between male and female nature and
number of fears .
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EVALUATING THE EFFICIENCY OF TEACHING
PRACTICE PROGRAMME FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF FOURTH YEAR STUDENTS.

ABSTRACT

This study aims at evaluating the efficiency of teaching
practice programme from the perspective of fourth year students
Faculty of education , IBB UNIVERSITY. The evaluation conducted by
student — teachers, tries to examine the role of both the academic
supervisor and the principle in the practical education .The sample
consisted of (234) student — teachers. A scale of (40) items has been
constructed, twenty of which is to evaluate the role of academic
supervisor, and the other twenty items is to evaluate the role of the
principle. Six hypotheses have been derived to prove whether there are
significant differences in the evaluation of student — teachers of the role
of both the supervisor and principle sex and specialization are the main
variables in this respect. Validity and reliability of the scale have been
reached.

In their evaluation to the role of the supervisor and principle (with
respect to sex and specialization), the student—teachers proved that no
significant differences have been found. Many recommendation and
suggestions have been presented.
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9.84215 - 1.83306(X19) + 1.25878(X18) - 1.20184(X16)+.78724(X13)-.68078(X1)
-.66398(X20)-.44740(X14)-.38862(X3)-.33384(X4)+.23522(X11)-.16291(X 10)
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AL Q‘M‘C&QW‘M‘ boldy¥ 1 Sl : (1) pdy @aabe
1991 s 3 - B9

Correlations :

X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8
X2 -0.001
0.959
X3 0.424 -0.201

0.000 0.000

X4 0.414 -0.168 0.829
0.000 0.000 0.000

X5 0.428 -0.055 0.312 0.298
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X6 0.261 -0.118 0.248 0.265 0.352
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X7 0.182 0.037 0.317 0.283 0.199 0.179
0.000 0.010 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X8 0.064 0.059 0.243 0.214 0.052 0.032 0.148
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.023 0.000

X9 -0.028 0.904 -0.292 -0.248 -0.074 -0.125 -0.029 -0.370
0.047 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.043 0.000
X10 -0.029 0.684 -0.265 -0.235 -0.064 -0.114 -0.062 -0.246

0.042 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X11 -0.062 0.400 -0.184 -0.164 -0.082 -0.099 -0.043 -0.151
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.003 0.000

X12 0.017 0.195 -0.068 -0.056 -0.007 -0.003 -0.005 -0.084
0.231 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.636 0.829 0.731 0.000

X13 0.000 0.017 0.012 0.007 -0.039 -0.033 0.017 0.041
0.982 0.236 0.396 0.639 0.006 0.023 0.231 0.004

X14 0.053 -0.191 -0.168 -0.099 0.085 0.085 -0.073 0.001
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.959

X15 0.320 -0.048 0.564 0.494 0.219 0.164 0.238 0.142
0.000 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X1l6 0.063 0.407 -0.057 -0.058 0.041 -0.019 0.020 -0.108
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.004 0.195 0.171 0.000
X17 -0.029 0.147 -0.063 -0.060 -0.003 -0.048 -0.013 -0.013

0.041 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.849 0.001 0.356 0.357

X18 0.108 -0.022 0.089 0.082 0.087 0.062 0.050 0.023
0.000 0.119 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.108

X19 -0.018 -0.022 0.036 0.032 -0.051 -0.036 0.011 0.053
0.211 0.131 0.012 0.026 0.000 0.012 0.427 0.000
X20 0.202 -0.038 0.144 0.127 0.218 0.165 0.065 -0.025
0.000 0.008 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.077
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X271 0.321 -0.239 0.431 0.393 0.269 0.232 0.134 0.131
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X22 -0.014 0.242 -0.129 -0.114 -0.054 -0.027 -0.032 -0.073
0.312 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.063 0.026 0.000

X23 0.334 -0.118 0.216 0.206 0.216 0.177 0.088 0.054
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X24 0.014 0.620 -0.154 -0.148 -0.046 -0.102 0.005 -0.029
0.336 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.736 0.040

X25 -0.186 0.004 -0.049 -0.053 -0.108 -0.054 -0.002 0.005
0.000 0.781 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.888 0.749
X26 0.290 -0.030 0.015 0.023 0.115 0.092 -0.006 -0.107
0.000 0.038 0.291 0.102 0.000 0.000 0.688 0.000
X9 X10 X11 X12 X13 X14 X15 X16
X10 0.742
0.000
X11 0.437 0.604

0.000 0.000

X12 0.218 0.220 0.229
0.000 0.000 0.000

X13 -0.001 -0.006 -0.032 -0.033
0.960 0.673 0.027 0.021
X14 -0.179 -0.163 -0.137 -0.056 -0.007

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.641

X15 -0.107 -0.071 -0.100 -0.028 0.177 -0.069
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.049 0.000 0.000

X16 0.425 0.475 0.183 0.082 0.050 -0.085 0.044
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.002

X17 0.143 0.173 0.075 0.024 -0.012 -0.038 -0.032 0.313
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.088 0.421 0.007 0.027 0.000
X18 -0.030 -0.036 -0.064 -0.002 0.192 0.008 0.084 0.041

0.033 0.011 0.000 0.876 0.000 0.553 0.000 0.004

X19 -0.044 -0.086 -0.014 -0.020 0.136 -0.01e 0.064 -0.058
0.002 0.000 0.328 0.167 0.000 0.275 0.000 0.000
X20 -0.026 -0.007 -0.035 0.026 -0.178 0.044 0.106 0.052
0.072 0.640 0.013 0.069 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.000
X21 -0.279 -0.247 -0.207 -0.075 -0.012 0.597 0.271 -0.073
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.422 0.000 0.000 0.000
X22 0.256 0.213 0.104 0.047 0.013 -0.047 -0.056 0.135

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.381 0.001 0.000 0.000

X23 -0.133 -0.119 -0.144 -0.044 0.002 0.175 0.139 -0.012
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.002 0.874 0.000 0.000 0.391
X24 0.588 0.439 0.265 0.136 0.019 -0.130 -0.058 0.268
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.192 0.000 0.000 0.000
X25 0.000 -0.012 0.004 0.013 0.032 -0.025 -0.025 -0.009
0.992 0.390 0.795 0.358 0.025 0.077 0.081 0.541
X26 0.017 0.057 0.018 0.028 -0.075 0.009 0.034 0.067
0.234 0.000 0.210 0.048 0.000 0.523 0.017 0.000
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X17 X18 X19 X20 X21 X22 X23 X24
X18 -0.025
0.083
X19 -0.011 -0.094
0.444 0.000
X20 -0.010 -0.155 -0.119

0.485 0.000 0.000

X21 -0.057 0.071 0.022 0.146
0.000 0.000 0.124 0.000
X22 0.051 -0.023 -0.017 -0.016 -0.096
0.000 0.102 0.223 0.277 0.000
X23 -0.036 0.074 -0.029 0.134 0.293 -0.017

0.012 0.000 0.043 0.000 0.000 0.225

X24 0.100 0.003 -0.005 -0.035 -0.155 0.149 -0.066
0.000 0.813 0.732 0.015 0.000 0.000 0.000

X25 0.031 -0.001 0.033 -0.061 -0.055 0.002 -0.073 -0.032
0.033 0.959 0.021 0.000 0.000 0.910 0.000 0.023

X26 0.029 -0.012 -0.066 0.127 0.052 0.033 0.096 -0.041
0.044 0.392 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.019 0.000 0.004
X25
X26 0.007
0.605

Cell Contents: Correlation
P-Value

Determinant : 0.0000029

o Teos
1997 s & - il
Correlations
X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8
X2 0.021
0.042
X3 0.365 -0.235
0.000 0.000
X4 0.247 -0.133 0.519
0.000 0.000 0.000
X5 0.519 -0.022 0.292 0.222
0.000 0.027 0.000 0.000
X6 0.164 -0.099 0.156 0.161 0.287

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X7 0.126 0.059 0.263 0.142 0.067 0.006
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.559

X8 -0.189 -0.010 -0.057 -0.051 -0.085 -0.082 -0.020
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0.000 0.308 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.049

X10 -0.044 0.748 -0.303 -0.178 -0.041 -0.095 -0.023 0.012
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.021 0.227

X11 -0.081 0.407 -0.198 -0.125 -0.086 -0.085 -0.023 0.034
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.026 0.001

X12 0.013 0.303 -0.089 -0.048 0.015 -0.019 0.015 -0.019
0.213 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.136 0.055 0.134 0.055
X13 -0.298 -0.031 -0.229 -0.156 -0.275 -0.145 -0.084 0.014

0.000 0.002 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.172

X14 0.348 -0.01e 0.270 0.201 0.429 0.344 0.085 -0.093
0.000 0.104 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
X15 0.037 0.026 0.013 0.011 0.034 0.009 0.002 -0.007
0.000 0.009 0.183 0.295 0.001 0.391 0.828 0.489
X16 0.040 0.273 -0.065 -0.055 0.003 -0.047 -0.001 -0.043

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.790 0.000 0.920 0.000

X17 0.022 0.206 -0.073 -0.073 0.008 -0.025 0.017 0.038
0.032 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.433 0.013 0.101 0.000
X18 0.088 -0.071 0.072 0.053 0.084 0.019 0.025 0.053

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.060 0.015 0.000

X19 -0.015 -0.094 0.037 0.023 -0.025 0.001 0.018 -0.029
0.141 0.000 0.000 0.022 0.013 0.923 0.073 0.005

X20 0.139 -0.057 0.106 0.071 0.152 0.101 0.024 0.051
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.016 0.000

X21 0.245 -0.424 0.435 0.270 0.252 0.150 0.083 -0.053
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

X272 0.015 -0.002 0.004 0.002 0.002 -0.000 0.006 0.003
0.144 0.871 0.709 0.820 0.842 0.984 0.569 0.745
X23 0.289 -0.083 0.190 0.128 0.206 0.095 0.046 -0.029
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.004
X24 0.030 0.764 -0.197 -0.103 -0.006 -0.077 0.037 0.014
0.004 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.548 0.000 0.000 0.178
X25 -0.180 -0.010 -0.073 -0.061 -0.114 -0.080 -0.037 0.083
0.000 0.339 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.000
X26 0.288 0.015 0.140 0.101 0.157 0.040 0.052 -0.042
0.000 0.141 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
X10 X11 X12 X13 X14 X15 X1l6 X17
X11 0.605
0.000
X12 0.277 0.228
0.000 0.000
X13 -0.094 0.016 -0.031
0.000 0.116 0.002
X14 -0.058 -0.108 0.001 -0.292
0.000 0.000 0.950 0.000
X15 0.027 -0.002 -0.008 -0.057 0.025

0.008 0.869 0.420 0.000 0.014
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X16 0.362 0.141 0.082 -0.111 0.004 0.024
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.672 0.017

X17 0.232 0.101 0.050 -0.052 -0.011 0.017 0.150
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.289 0.088 0.000

X18 -0.092 -0.071 -0.050 -0.091 0.074 0.017 -0.092 -0.020
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.103 0.000 0.048

X19 -0.143 -0.057 -0.047 0.083 -0.020 0.020 -0.109 -0.057
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.044 0.054 0.000 0.000
X20 -0.043 -0.045 0.003 -0.244 0.144 0.020 -0.114 0.006

0.000 0.000 0.751 0.000 0.000 0.043 0.000 0.559

X21 -0.427 -0.299 -0.134 -0.186 0.201 0.003 -0.140 -0.091
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.748 0.000 0.000
X22 -0.002 -0.001 -0.005 0.005 0.004 -0.002 0.005 -0.002

0.849 0.919 0.625 0.636 0.681 0.819 0.629 0.838

X23 -0.098 -0.135 -0.028 -0.154 0.169 -0.004 -0.001 -0.019
0.000 0.000 0.005 0.000 0.000 0.700 0.947 0.060
X24 0.574 0.324 0.243 -0.007 -0.01e 0.025 0.197 0.165
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.517 0.119 0.015 0.000 0.000
X25 0.003 0.025 -0.011 0.064 -0.097 -0.015 0.004 0.007
0.800 0.018 0.312 0.000 0.000 0.160 0.726 0.533
X26 -0.021 -0.018 -0.005 -0.130 0.116 0.025 0.002 0.006
0.035 0.071 0.651 0.000 0.000 0.015 0.837 0.586
X18 X19 X20 X21 X22 X23 X24 X25
X19 -0.075
0.000
X20 -0.078 -0.092

0.000 0.000

X21 0.083 0.050 0.130
0.000 0.000 0.000

X22 0.009 0.001 0.001 -0.002
0.366 0.955 0.883 0.846

X23 0.071 -0.006 0.080 0.227 -0.049
0.000 0.570 0.000 0.000 0.000

X24 -0.040 -0.074 -0.053 -0.412 0.008 -0.091
0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.403 0.000

X25 -0.030 -0.022 -0.031 -0.055 -0.004 -0.057 -0.022
0.005 0.035 0.003 0.000 0.729 0.000 0.040

X26 0.049 0.005 0.067 0.096 0.005 0.080 0.015 -0.051
0.000 0.650 0.000 0.000 0.649 0.000 0.148 0.000

Cell Contents: Correlation
P-Value
Determinant : 0.005058
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abstract
Five stars hotels are distinguished by its special kind of hospitality
services according to special strategy . in order to give on competitive
characteristics which unable it to compete others in the market .
This strategies affects the level of the required services offered to the
guests whom they are by themselves affected by it .
This research shows the relation between the designed and the offered
services on one hand ; on the other the relation between each one with
the dimensions of quality of hospitality services , A questioner was
delivered in order to estimate the level quality and the offered services
according to the quality dimensions which was used in five stars hotels in

Baghdad .
The most important results where shown in the research .
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The optimal etching conditions for solid-state nuclear
track detector (SSNTD) type CN-85 have been studied by
using KOH solution in different temperatures and normalitys.
These are done after irradiating the pieces of detector with

alpha particles, which are emitted from isotopic **' Am source.

It is found that the optimal etching efficiency was 75.9% at
4N, and temperature 60°C .
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Mathematical model of the dynamics ( changes ) of the
temporal structures using Fokker- Plank Equation
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SUMMARY

It is known, that the Fokker-plank Equation (FPE) describes
dynamics ( changes ) of modifications of probabilities density in
many-dimensional phase space. The represented mathematical
models of dynamics of temporal structures, allow to determine
analytical modifications phase coordinates of these structures of
perturbations and noise operations.

Introduction:
Synchronization phenomena been a topic of scientific research
for many years(')and in many systems, ranging from physics to

biology” . Many different situation have been considered,
including  synchronization of limit cycle oscillators®?,
synchronization of chaotic systems(s) , partial(i.e., phase)

8)

. . 6 . . . 7. . .
synchronization'®,generalized synchronlzatlon(‘ , synchronization

* Hodeidah UniversityEducation college Physics Department
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of stochastic systems(g), systems characterized by a purely temporal
dynamics. synchronization phenomena have also been studied in
systems with spatial degrees of freedom in par synchronization
particular, synchronization of two spatiotemporally chaotic
fields""""'?.In Refs.(11,12) the two chaotic fields are taken as the
two independent components of a vector field, as for example, the
two polarization components of an electric field vector.
Synchronization is mediated by the dynamics of spatially localized
vectorial structures. In this paper we address the question of the
dynamical of temporal structures of perturbation and noise
operations. This regime is characterized by the fact that local
perturbations are advocated more rapidly than their rate of
spreading. Therefore, macroscopic patterns named noise-sustained
structures emerge in this regime if noise is present at all time.
Optical noise-sustained structures ' have been predicted in optical
parametric oscillators (OPO’s) in which the nonlinear crystal is
pumped by a field linearly polarized with frequency f, (signal and
idler) are orthogonally polarized. Our mathematical models of
dynamics of temporal structures, allow determining analytical
modifications phase coordinates of these structures of perturbations
and noise operations.

Theory:

Let consider dynamics (changes) of a system; its behavior is
described by the following differential equation:

cgi +f(T,.T,,...T, ) =& (i=1,2 ...... n) (1)

Ti —is the phase coordinates, for example, the realization of
research durations temporal intervals; f; (...) describes power
performances of a phase space that influencing the modification of
this time intervals, and ¢is a random disturbance, operate on the

given temporal structure and changes of phase coordinates of the
given temporal structure, or it may be the exterior noise with a
known matrix of spectral densities S= |[Si ||. where
(k=1.2,....n).Further we consider, that initial values phase
coordinates T; (0),T; (0),..., T, (0) are considered casual and their
distribution characterizes a probability density('4).

AYr e E Ol [ gugn— aobad! ddall— oaslod) Co L) Al
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P(TTL........L.0=P(1.,L,......) 2
Which should satisfy the condition of normalization?

[ [ p,dTdT,...dT, =1 (3)

The equation FPE allows basically to place (install) dynamic
linking of the following probability density P ( Ty, T5,....,T,, ) with a
performance of a temporal structure Fi ( Ty, T»,..., T, ) as follows",

dln(p) & .dn(p) 1&. &’In(p) dn(p)din(p) & of(T.t)

_Zfi _7_Zsik + :Z (4)
at i=1 (3T] 2 i,j=1 8T1 aTJ 8T1 aTJ i=1 8T1
Under certain condition the durations of time intervals T; can be
proportional to performances of a phase space power, expressed
through F; . if it is limited only to these superposition's and to
neglect exterior perturbations and noise, the equation of dynamics
(changes) can be noted as a system of two equations:

an(p(T.t)) £(r. t)aln(p(T, t) _ of(T.t) (5)

ot oT oT

dT

—+f (T, =0

i (T, v
If the distribution density of the durations of time intervals dose not
vary in time, the first term in the equation (4) is equal to 0, and then
we get:

0 0
P [Inf (T.t)+Inp(T)]= o In[f (T,t)p(T)]=0 , (6)

where, In f(T,t) + In p (T) = o(T)

The function @(T) is determined from the entry conditions . For
example, when, T=T,

f (T, t) =1, (Tyt) ,in particular, if

Y€ i [ audgs— gkt uali— aslodl Con Ll Ao
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D k;(t) -degree function, f, (T, t,) =
i=l

p(t)=Tn[f, (T,.)p (T)].
When performance of a temporal structure required, the
time intervals will look like the following:

f (T,t)=|f,(T,t) P(T,)/ P(T)] (7)

Substituting expression (7) in (4) and taking this system rather
T(t),we shall have the following equation for the temporal
dynamics(changes) of intervals;

Tp(T)dT =-P(T, ) [£, (T, t)dt + C, (8)

Where C,, is a constant of integration, which is defined from
the entry conditions. For example, when t=t, and T=T,, we
obtain, that

=t 9)

C, = [P(T)dT|,_;, +P(T,)[f (T,.t)dt
0 0
In this case the probability distribution p (T,t) varies in time,
and the common solution is possible to be as
f(T.t)=

[1/p(T, t)] [f(TO, t)p(T,.t)—- ?ap(;t) dT\ o, + djapg, Y dT} (10)
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For the case of the normal law of distribution we have
p(T)=[/(v27o)s| exp[- 1/2(T - m/a)1],

sand I are constants factors.
When p (T,t)=p (T) and f ( T.,t) = K, - do not vary in time, the
performance of a temporal structure will look like the following:

f(T)=K, exp ll/2 (T-m/o )ZJ, where (1 1)
K, =K, exp [1/2(T, -m/c)*].

For more spreaded case, when the distribution p(T) has asymmetry
and kurtosis E, ( that is two model ) we shall have, that p (T) is
possible to present as a sum of two normal distributions

p(T) = gl(l/x/EGlz)expl— 1/2(T -m, /o, )2J+

g,(1/\270, exp|-1/2T-m, /c,)’]  (12) ~+

In this equation the factors g;, g ,,6; and 6, are determined by the
numerical methods of smoothing of stochastic serieses for average
values (m;,m, ),and also for known values of first four moment of
casual distribution. Then, with allowance for equation (12) of
dynamics (changes) of a modification of temporary duration
intervals T(t) is possible to be as

dT KMT)
— o : (13
dt Ig(l/\/ziﬂaf)emﬁ-mm J 4 gz(l/ e VAo )
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In specific case, when p(T) varies linearly with a modification of
duration T (t),we shall receive the following expression for p (T):

P (T)=1T+P (14)
Where [ and P are constants factors.

Then we shall have, that
%H{O(IT(, +P)/(IT+P)=0 (15)

Integrating this equation we get

2
I£+PT=-KO(ITO+P)‘[+C2 (16)

C,, is a new constant of integration .Equation (16) can be used
for small time interval of linear approximation p(T) of an arbitrary
type . Thus we can have analytical expression for an association
T(t) as nonlinear function . It is necessary to mark what dynamic
is (change) to investigate by a very large amount of time intervals
on the basic solution of the equations FPE. the correlation
between entering and exit pupils of a research system is not

known''®,

Allowance model for perturbation
Let's consider now dynamics of a temporal structure with
allowance for perturbation and noise operations. Accordingly let

0 Inp
O0A

o Inp
+ =R(A
oA’ ( OA (&)

z| 0 Inp
2

)2} =Q(A) ;
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Then for p(A,t) =p(A) we have

of

= FfRA) =-QA

A (A)=-Q(A)
The solution form of such equation will be

- IR(A)dA

f(A)=¢ (Cs- [Qa) MG A) (17)

For Q =0, we will have an obvious relation as in case of a lack
of perturbation and noise

np

FAD=¢ 4" C =C/p, wheref(ADP(A)=C, (I8
it A=A, . f(AD=f(A,.1)
f(A.,t)=1(Aob0) p(Ag) p(A)

Substituting a value of Q(A) and R(A), in (17). We will have
the following equation of dynamics (changes) of a temporal
structure:

2 2
dA e -tz aIn}’J{aInp) PdA|= ¢
do p| 27 e "\ oa

For a common case piecewise linear approximation p (A) we
have for p(A)=mA+ n
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dA
+

— =k 19
dt mA+n (19)

Integrating this equation, we will get

Al C; In(kmA +kn-C,)=t+C, (20)
k k'm ’

When k- value of perturbations is 0 at t <0 we get
Cy=ko (MAgt+n);

A C
C, =T°+ﬁln(kmA ,+kn-C,)

For a numerical solution of this equation of dynamics it's necessary
to know a value of scale factor of perturbation T,. Scale factor
(correspondence between a unit of measurements of revolting
action and unit of measurements A ) is defined on static
performance , which divide on some linear plots (sites) .If the
distribution p(A) can be described by expression of an aspect

P(A) =k ¢ "
That
f(A,t)=(C,/K,e™")-Sm/2
The equation of dynamics will look like the following
dA Sm
S 4 Be™W .20 oy

dt
Solution of this last equation is possible to be

1 1 Cem(t+Cg)
At)=—In—|e""* +Bf+a
(=In_| |

5
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integration. Thus, the represented above mathematical Where
Cs and Cg are constants of

models of dynamics of temporal structures, allow to determine
analytically modifications phase coordinates of these structures for
perturbations and noise operations.

Conclusion:

It's found that the mathematical model of dynamic of temporal
structures which

by the relation

1 1 Cem(t+Cy)
At)=—In—|e"""*" +B|+a

5

allow to determine analytically modifications phase coordinates of
those structures for perturbation and noise operations.
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IS IT LANGUAGE OR LITERATURE?

*

Mahmoud Al-maqtri
Abstract

The Study in hand is a survey of the views of the students of
English in the Department of English, Faculty of Arts, University
of Ibb, with the purpose of finding out whether these students are
interested in studying the language or rather the literature. The
researcher hypothesizes that learners join the English Department
for the purpose of studying literature. This hypothesis has been
rejected and the alternative hypothesis that they are interested in the
language, itself has been accepted. The results show that the
majority of the learners join the English Department for the purpose
of studying the language rather than literature. The study sheds
some light on the nature of literature that is offered to the learners
of English. For the researcher, the content of the literary material is
outdated and far remote from the learners’ everyday concerns and
the contemporary affairs. The study concludes with the researcher
recommending that further studies have to be conducted in this
area. He also recommends that if literature is a must, then at least it
has to include modern literature. Whether dealing with the content
or with the form of literature, the syllabus has to be updated. He
further suggests that if the main interest of the learners is the
language itself, then means other than literature, can be tried so that
learning language can be more realistic, effective, and connected
with the real world of the learners.

Introduction

For various reasons, some of which are justifiable and some are
not, we do things in our life without seeming to bother asking
ourselves why we do what we do and for what purpose. In other
words, ambiguity or aimlessness can become our aim without our

* (Ibb University-Faculty of Arts) This is a revised version of a paper presented at the
Symposium on Teaching literature held in Ibb University (19-20 May 2003).
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awareness. This aimlessness can be very serious when it enters the
world of educational institutions, universities in particular. This
vagueness of aims is confirmed by Sharyan (2003: 402), when he
says that the existing syllabi in the Departments of English ...do
not offer clear aims and objectives. In the English departments, in
the Yemeni Universities and in many other countries, students
spend four years- sometimes even more- studying English; most of
this is done by studying the English literature not the language. It
has not occurred to us (as teachers of English) to ask ourselves why
they have to do that i.e., studying English literature; is that based on
their own needs or interests? Or has it to be done only because it is
there? What do our learners of English, in particular, really want? Is
it the language or the literature that they are looking for? This study
is an attempt to address such questions; it is based on surveying a
group of students learning English as a foreign language in the
English Department with the purpose of finding out if they are
really interested in the literature, not something else. It also aims to
examine if that makes a difference at all.

Statement of the problem

What do the students want to study when they join the English
Departments? Are they interested in English literature or language?

Sub problems:
1. It is not clear what learners of English really want- literature
or language!
2. The syllabi and the contents are out of date.
3. Students of English literature do not know their own
literature.

The hypothesis

¢ It is hypothesized that studying literature is the students’
main objective for joining the Department of English in the
Faculty of Arts, Ibb University.
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The alternative hypothesis

¢ It is hypothesized that students who join the Department of
English are interested in learning the language rather than
the literature.

The rationale

Life, as regards interests and occupations, has changed a lot all
round the world and it will continue to do so. People are getting
more and more pragmatic. Things are sought or done for their
practical utilities. This is almost true of language learning; it is
studied not for its sake but for what it yields. In other words,
foreign languages are studied for purposes other than themselves
and these purposes are more or less practical (Harmer, 1981:1-2).
Now, can literature be those other purposes? Are the learners really
interested in studying literature? Our intuition and common sense
tell us that studying literature cannot be the students’ main
objective in joining the Department of English; for, though
literature is studied for a purpose, yet the purpose is rather for
leisure and/or pleasure and not for real and practical uses at least in
a country like Yemen where more and more people are getting
jobless day by day and life has become too difficult for learners to
spend years of their life just to do a thing for its own sake. This is
true of the learners of English, at least in our Yemeni universities. It
is not hard to think that learners join English departments to learn
the language to achieve some practical objectives and that is to get
employed, to survive. This does not necessarily mean that they are
not interested in the language itself; they are, and this is what
makes them more enthusiastic to join the Department of English.

Of course there are several means to studying a foreign language;
literature is one and, so far, has been the dominant one. But is it
really the only and the best medium or are there other means by
which the same target —learning the language — can be achieved? It
can be the best means when there is interest but when the interest is
lacking, the case is rather different. The best thing for us is to come

AYrt Olyio / wign— ambedl ddall— aslad) s Ll Alve



-45- IS IT LANGUAGE - Dr. Mahmoud Al-magtri

down to the learners and find out whether they have real interest in
literature or not and whether studying it will make their life a better
one, from economic and social points of view.

This study is an attempt to find out what the learners want.

The Review of the Related literature

Whether the learners need language and not literature is an issue
that has not been given its due attention. People are oblivious to
that and this might be due to lack of awareness. However, some
hints have been made by some of those who are concerned. Yalden,
for example, indicates that the subjects (of ELT) will not be
regarded as attached specifically to study literature, on the one
hand, or completely independent on the other. It will be closely
connected to the purpose of the learner (Yalden, 1987: 59). Kharma
and Hajjaj point out that it will be misleading to think that learning
a second language has a literary and artistic aim (1988: 44). A more
recent statement by Sharyan (2003:400) saying, “the primary aim
is learning the language, not literature” can be considered a very
bold one in this regard.

Regarding learners’ needs, Kharma and Hajjaj (1988:45) point out
that the need for learning a foreign language is instrumental and the
purpose is pragmatic. This is in harmony with what is claimed in
this paper. Harmer (1981:2) asserts this saying that students or
people in general want to study English because they think it offers
them a chance for advancement in their daily life. He goes on to say
that good knowledge of English helps one to get a better job than if
he only knows his native language. Sheerin (1991: 151) says that
needs analysis should include areas such as the ultimate purpose for
the use of the language, the skills required ...She adds that learning
takes place most effectively when the students are actively involved
in the process (of learning). Sharyan (2003:390) refers to these
needs as the felt needs (as felt by the learners themselves and
perceived needs (as seen by course designers...etc.) He is of the
opinion that we must attend to both kinds of needs.
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As far as goals of learning a foreign language are concerned the
long-range curriculum goals of the students should be identified,
coordinated with the external goals of students and society (Papalia,
1976:63). For Sharyan the basic goal of foreign learners of English
is the communicative competence. In other words, it is the language
that is aimed at by learners rather than something else.

The methodology

To ascertain his personal views and experience on this topic,
together with the casual interviews with different types of students,
the researcher conducts a survey based on a questionnaire; the
students concerned are asked whether they are interested to study
the language or the literature. Some other relevant questions are
also dealt with (See the questionnaire in the appendix).

The subjects of this study are the students of English level four, in
the Faculty of Arts. They are 41 in number both male and female
and of which the latter comprise 18 of the total number.

The Instruments

Besides the casual interviews and the frequent observations by the
researcher of the students murmuring against studying literature
and the lack of other things that can be more important to meet their
needs than literature, the researcher made use of a questionnaire as
a handy instrument to get a systematic and objective response from
the target group. Most of the questions are close ended to make it
easy for the responders to answer the questionnaire. When
necessary, open-ended questions are included.

The limitations of the Study

This study is limited to level four students of English in the
Department of English Faculty of Arts, Ibb University. This is
because this group can state their own needs and wants clearly,
unlike the junior level students who are less able even to state their
real aims for studying English.

Content validity
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The researcher did his best to deal with this specific and clear
phenomenon by increasing the number of questions so that all the
aspects of this area are dealt with.

The items of the questionnaire are also given to some specialists
who approved their relevance to the phenomenon under study. In
addition to this, this study has been presented in the symposium
held on 19-20 May 2003, in the Faculty of Arts, Ibb University.
Some subjective assertions have been criticized by some experts
and have been modified as a result. No other objections by
whosoever were made All this guarantees other types of validity as
well.

Reliability

Ten copies of the questionnaire were given again to ten of the
students who had already taken them. These ten have already
written their names on the answer sheets. When comparing the two
versions of each student, the responses were exactly identical. This
shows that the items are reliable.

The Findings
The results of the questionnaire are presented in the tables below:
Table (1) Results of questionnaire

YES | NO
+ Students who were able to give examples 12 27
1 Students who could not provide examples 31 10
4 36
40 1
16 23
31 10
23 17
33 6
11 30
2t | 9%
14 22
12 29
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Table 2 detailed results

NO
QUESTION YES = = TOTAL NOTE
No: ] £/ NO| £ | resPONSEs | RESPO | g
NSE
1 M 7 12 14 27 21 2
F 5 13 18
« Students who 5 M 19 31 4 10 23
say they read F 12 6 8
extra English
literature 3 M B 4 22 36 2 !
mStudents who F 4 14 18
say they read M 1 1 9
Arabic literature 4 40 1
M= male F 19 - 29
F=Female 5 M 11 13 24
Students are E 3 16 10 23 3 1
required to give
examples 6 M 20 31 4 10 24
F 11 6 17
7 M 14 3 8 17 22 1
F 9 9 18
3 M 20 13 - 6 20 2
F 13 6 19
9 M 7 1 17 30 24
F 17
10 M
F
" M
F
12 M
F
TOTAL 2/12
THE DIscUSSION

As seen from the results shown in table (1) above, the majority of
the students reacted to the questionnaire as follows:

Twenty-seven out of the total number 41 said they have not
achieved what they expected. Thirty-six stated that literature was
not their priority in joining the English department. Only four
students said their objective was literature. On the other hand,
almost the entire sample said they joined the department in order to
study the language rather than literature. Thus the research
hypothesis that studying literature was the objective for joining the
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English Department was rejected .The second alternative
hypothesis that their objective was only to study the language was
accepted.

CONCLUSION

The results, as shown above, are straightforward, and clearly show
that most of the students are not interested in literature. Or, to put it
differently, their main interest is the language not the literature.
However, they do not mind if literature is there in the course
curriculum as far as their main objective-the language is achieved.

We can say that we need to take the matter seriously and start
finding out what our students really want. If they are only interested
in the language - and I believe this is the case - let the focus be only
on the language and there are many ways of achieving this target.
English for specific purposes is just one possibility. If, on the other
hand, they are interested in literature, let that be the case but at the
same time they should be introduced to the modern literature,
which is more practical, and whose language matches that of
everyday language. Let us take it for granted that our students are
interested in studying the English literature; there is no harm in that
but let us be honest and realistic and take them to the present. Let
us shake off the archaic dust of Shakespeare and let their mad love
of him die with his immortal songs if that love will make them
oblivious and unmindful to what is going on around them. It is time
that they are taken out the shells of Shelley’s odd odes so that they
live the culture and literature of the present day English people. No
more do we need to busy them with the TIGER of the dark forest of
William Blake but rather with the lion man of the contemporary
civilization. In other words, our students should have a real picture
of the present English literature and this never conflicts with the
aim of learning English as a language. But we have also to question
this in view of the fact that understanding English literature
presupposes knowing one’s own literature. This may lead us to
think of studying Arabic literature through the medium of English,
that is to say, the translation of masterpieces of Arabic literary
works.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. It is recommended that there should be general assessment
and reassessment of the situation regarding the content of the
syllabus whether it meets the needs of the learners and the
demands and ideals of the society.

2. It is also recommended that students’ needs be taken into
account, whether these needs are objective or subjective.

3. Awareness should be created among all types of learners of
their real needs and wants.

4. If literature is a must, it should be of the modern time
dealing with contemporary and current affairs rather than the
remote and forgotten past.
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THE QUESTIONNAIRE

1.Spending four years learning English, do you feel your objectives have
been fulfilled?

2.Did you enjoy what you have leant?

3.Your objective in joining the English Department was studying E
literature?

4.Your objective in joining the English department was to learn the
language?

5.Are you of the opinion that English can be studied through Arabic
translated literature?

6.Do you think the syllabus in the department is relevant to your future
needs?

7. Do you like the English literature?

8.Do you like the Arabic literature?

9.Dou you read for any English writers outside the syllabus?

10. If the answer is YES give examples?

11.Do you read for Arabic writers?

12. If the answer is with YES give examples?
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Contrastive Analysis and English Language Teaching
A research paper by

Dr. Rafiq Shamiry *

Contrastive Analysis And English
Language Teaching

Introduction

Although interest in second language goes back to Babel, it is not
nece-ssary to trace the roots of second language acquisition (SLA)
research asa scientific discipline further back than World War 11,
and the war time and post-war interest in foreign language teaching.
From the forties to the sixties, the dominant theoretical position on
language learning reflected the dominance of behaviourism in
psychology, and structuralism in linguistics. Briefly put, it held that
language learning, whether first or second

language, is a form of habit formation.

In this sense, there was no theory of SLA as such, given that no
reason was seen for anything other than a general learning theory
for all types of learning. SLA researh concentrated on identifying
the sources of difficulty of habit formation for the learner of a
second language; ' diffi-culty ' of course being defined in terms of
degree of success or failure in

producing native-like utterances in the second language. The
orthodoxy of this period is usually summed up in the term "
Contrastive Analysis

Hypothesis " (CAH).

The Basic Assumption of CA
CA, though itself a hypothesis, is based on a number of
assumptions. However, the main assumptions that have often been
discussed are:

1. The main difficulties while learning a second language are

* Department of English Faculty of Arts The University of Ibb 2004
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primarily caused due to mother tongue interference.

2. These difficulties are predicted by CA after accomplishing a
comparison between a source language ( SL ) and target
language (TL).

3. In order to overcome these difficulties, teaching/learning
materials are prepared in such a way that materials help to
reduce the effect of interference.

A careful analysis of these assumptions is essential here in order to
evaluate the claims made by the advocates of CA. Lado (1957:1)
tries to show the validity of these assumptions through the previous
studies carried on bilingualism. He says, " A practical confirmation
of the validity of our assumption has come from the work of
linguists who study the effect of close contact between languages in
bilingual situations. They report that many linguistic distortions
heard among bilinguals correspond to describable differences in the
language involved."

He specifically refers to the work of Haugen (1953) and Weinreich
(1953) in this regard. However, the first assumption deals with the
transfer of native habits into the target language. Two types of
transfer most frequently referred to in CA are: positive and negative
transfer. Positive transfer refers to facilitation of the native habits
into the native language system while learning the target language.
Dulay et al (1982:97)define it as ".... the automatic use of the L1
structure in L2 performance when the structures in both languages
are the same, resulting in correct utterances."

Negative transfer refers to the interference caused by the native
language while learning the second/foreign language. Dulay et al.
(1982:97) further clarify the notion of negative transfer in the
following way: " The CA hypothesis held that where structures in
the L1 differed from those in the L2, errors that reflected the
structure of the L1 would be produced. Such errors were said to be
due to the influence of the L1habits on L2 production." The two
words " differences " and " difficult " are synonymously used in
CA. The more the differences between Lland L2, the more the
difficulties the learners are likely to face resulting in the erroneous
utterances. Another feature of this assumption is that the source
language of the learner is considered to be the sole cause of errors
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that he is likely to commit.

The second assumption of CA is its predictive power in the areas of
difficulties in which the TL learners are likely to make errors. It is
assumed that the areas in which the source language and target
language of a learner differ, the learner are most likely to face
difficulties. Lado (1964:21) is firm in supporting this assumption
when he says, " ... differences are the chief source of difficulty in
learning a second language." Banathy et al. (1966:37) also put an
emphasis on comparing two languages so that the differences
between them can be sorted out in order to predict the areas likely
to be difficult for the TL learners. They say that, " The change that
has to take place in the language behaviour of a foreign language
student can be equated with the differences between the structure of
the student's native language and culture and that of the target
language and culture..." The task of the linguist, the cultural
anthropologist, and the sociologist is to identify these differences."
The task of the foreign language teacher is to become aware of
those differences and focus his teaching on them.

The third assumption of CA is more or less directed towards the
remediation of the difficulties predicted by the work of CA. The
immediate appreciation of CA is in the second or foreign language
teaching. The learning materials based on CA address the areas of
difficulties that the learners are likely to encounter. This has clearly
been expressed by Fries (1945:9) in the following statement:

" The most effective materials are those that are based upon a
scientific description of the language to be learned, carefully
compared with a parallel description of the native language of
learner." This spirit is further maintained by Lado (1957:3) who
also stresses the need for comparing the native language and target
language for preparing teaching materials. He also believes that a
teacher who can compare two languages "... will be able to prepare
supplementary exercises on those patterns who are important or
difficult and have been overlooked or treated inadequately in the
book."
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Pedagogical Implications of CA

In the fifties and sixties, CA was considered to be the main source
of information regarding the preparation of foreign language
syllabuses, textbooks and teaching materials. Fries (1957:3)
furthers his claim and says that " The most important new thing in
the preparation of teaching materials is the comparison of native
and foreign language culture in order to find the hurdles that really
have to be surmounted in the teaching.

Lado also points out the advantage that a teacher may have. He can
sys- tematically compare the native language and foreign language
because he

can prepare supplementary materials in the areas of the foreign
language that are likely to be difficult to the learners but are not
adequately given in the textbooks.

For many years CA dominated TL activities with a noble aim of
helping the TL learners to overcome their learning difficulties.
Stressing on the pedagogical implications of CA, Chau (1975:119)
says, " These activities (CA) are undoubtedly of great importance
to the course developer and the language teacher as well as the test
writer, in their task of organizing teaching materials, planning
teaching strategies, and evaluating progress and achievement. They
must unquestionably have certain knowledge of the potential
problem areas and of the causes and magnitude of the learning
problems." This statement includes almost all the aspects of the
pedagogical realm. CA requires the service of a person who is
skilful in describing languages so as to compare the two languages
in question with each other. It also heavily relies on not only
adequate descriptive model of a language but also on how a
language functions.

Sciarone (1970:118) makes this fact clear thus: " The contribution
to the improvement of teaching that CA can be expected to make,
depends-

needless to say- on the quality of the analysis of language in the
first place, and the way in which this analysis is executed in the
second place."

He further suggests that the transformational generative grammar is
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descriptively most adequate for the purpose of carrying out CA
activities. Spolsky (1979:253) finds CA most useful for the
development of pedagogic grammar of the TL. But unlike Fries
(1945) and Lado (1957), he thinks it to be "...safe to sum things up
by saying that there is good reason to believe that a contrastive
analysis is a useful (some would say necessary) preliminary to the
development of good teaching materials , but none for suggesting
that it is in any way a sufficient condition or a complete basis for a
theory of language learning." He further claims that CA encourages
the linguists to describe the type of language that a language
teacher needs for his teaching.

Criticism of Contrastive Analysis

Lack of theoretical justification

The theoretical and methodological assumptions underlying
contrastive studies have been severely criticized. Some of the most
important points of criticism concerning contrastive studies are as
follows:

Firstly, Corder (1967,1971,1981:5) criticized CA's contribution to
language teaching which was not more than an intensive contrastive
study of the system of the second language and mother tongue of
the learners. He points out that " Teachers have not always been
very impressed by the contribution of linguists for the reason that
their practical experience has already shown them where these
difficulties lie and they have not felt that the contribution of the
linguists has provided them with any significant new information."
One of the main criticism against CA is the lack of its theoretical
justification. Primarily, it was based on structural linguistics and
psychological interference theory.

Enkvist (1981:45) supports the view that CA lacks a theoretical
foundation. He indicates that " it is by now a truism that all
contrastive linguistics must be based in some theory and model of
linguistic description. Without such a foundation we simply cannot
compare and contrast languages in a systematic way. It is another
matter that in applied contrastive work the approach may well be
eclectic, picking and choosing among different theories for
different areas of work."
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Linguistic Differences Do Not Equal Learning Difficulties

Whitman and Jackson (1972:40) conclude from a study of errors
produced by Japanese learners of English that " relative similarities
rather than differences are directly related to levels of difficulty."
Ringbom (1994) is of the view that when a particular L2 aspect is
different from the same aspect in L1 it does not necessarily follow
that it is difficult to learn. He supports his view by an example from
Finnish where there is only one pronoun for ' he and ' she'----' han'.
This means that Finnish beginners learning Germanic languages
have frequent problems in choosing the right pronoun when
speaking English.

However, when English speakers learn Finnish, the use of third-
person personal pronouns is an aspect of the Finnish language that
causes very little difficulty. He concluded from this that the
difference between Finnish and English poses learning difficulty in
one direction, but not in the other.

Predictive Validity of Contrastive Analysis is Doubtful

To predict actual language behaviour from crosslinguistic
comparison of language structures is fraught with problems.
Contrastive analysis was criticized severely that it could not predict
all the errors which learners made. To prove this empirically,
Mukattash (1981) conducted a study in Amman (Jordan). In that
study, a test consisting of 150 multiple choice items concerning
eleven areas of English grammar was given to 4,835 Arab learners
of English. The decision of testing various grammatical areas was
based on more than one consideration. Firstly, the English verbal
system presents a serious problem for Arab learners of English as a
foreign language. Secondly, the contrast between the Arabic verbal
system and the English verbal system is linguistically interesting in
the sense that in Arabic certain grammatical categories relating to
the verbal system are mutually exclusive. For example, the English
present progressive and present perfect have no corresponding
verbal form in Arabic, and neither has the present perfect
progressive. In this study, ' difficulty ' is assumed to be reflected in
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errors. If linguistic differences are taken to be the basic source of
difficulty in foreign language learning and production, then we
would expect the following difficulties for Arab learners of English
with respect to the verbal system discussed above.

1. The past perfect progressive, the present perfect progressive,
the present and perfect progressive, lacking formal
correspondence in native language, will prove to be the most
difficult verbal forms for Arab learners.

2. The simple present having both formal and semantic
correspondence will be easier than present perfect
progressive.

3. The simple past, the past perfect and the past progressive,
having both formal and semantic correspondence in native
language, will not prove to be difficult.

It is quite obvious from the data presented that not all the
predictions made by CA were valid.

category frequency percentage
simple present 1,259 74.4
simple past 324 19.1
present perfect 10 0.7
past perfect 17 1.0
present progressive 33 1.9
past progressive 11 0.7
present perfect progressive 1 -
past perfect progressive -- -
simple future 38 2.2

future perfect - -
future progressive -
total 1,693

100%

1. The past perfect, which has both formal and semantic
correspondence turned out to be more difficult than the
present perfect, which has no formal correspondence in
native Arabic language.

2. The past progressive, which has both formal and semantic
correspondence in NL, turned out to be more difficult than
the present progressive, which lacks formal correspondence

Y€ i [ audgs— gkt uali— aslodl Con Ll Ao



3. Contrastive Analysis and English Language Teaching - Dr. Rafiq Shamiry

3. The simple past turned out to be more difficult than the past
progressive when both have formal and semantic
correspondence in NL.

Another conclusion that can legitimately be drawn from this study
is:

There is a high correlation between ' difficulty ' and ' avoidance '.
The present perfect progressive and the past perfect progressive,
which proved to be the most difficult verbal forms in this study had
a zero frequency of occurrence in free composition.

Despite the ever-growing criticism lodged against the use of CA in
foreign language teaching and its basic assumptions, it is no less
valuable.

The pedagogic contrastive grammars, if prepared. will be of
immense value to the foreign language teachers, learners, material
writers and even translators. Leaving aside the extreme viewpoints
for and against the implication of CA for pedagogical purposes, it is
worthwhile to conclude with the well-balanced remarks of Marton
(1981:169), " WLe may conclude with a remark that pessimism
concerning the pedagogical application of contrastive studies is
certainly unwarranted, although some premature hopes and
expectations of dramatic advancements in language teaching
connected with introduction of contrastive role as a contribution to
better organization and guidance in foreign language teaching and
learning."

Towards New Approaches to Develop Contrastive Analysis

New approaches began to develop which, under various labels and
with new techniques of enquiry attempted to relate the study of CA
to the external reality and to the language user. These approaches
are ' contrastive semantics 'contrastive sociolinguistics' and
'Pragmatic Contrastive Analysis ' (PCA).

These new fields of study aim at connecting the study of language
with the speaker —hearer, the context and the topic. They are

concerned with the relations between language and context and
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between language and language user. In other words, these
approaches attempt to analyze the use of language in a sociocultural
setting, whereas the traditional CA was concerned with analysis of
problems pertaining to language structure rather than language use.
The desirability of establishing such new approaches can be traced
back to the mid-seventies. Jackson (1975:7) points out that " If
contrastive linguistics (CL) is released from the necessity of having
pedagogical relevance at the same time, CL can be free to develop
its own theoretical principles and make a distinctive contribution to
linguistics generally. The theoretical conclusion of CL will
contribute to the areas of language typology and language
universals, The contrastive descriptions of specific language and
language systems will contribute to an understanding of individual
languages and their structures." In 1979, two papers were published
in " Papers and Studies in Contrastive Linguistics " (PSICL). The
first paper was by Wachtel (1979) who refers to ' Pragmatics ' as a
new tool in contrastive analysis. The second paper was by Rily
(1979) who proposes a ' Model of Contrastive Pragmalinguistics .
Two years later, Oleksy (1981) proposed in his article " Towards
Pragmatic Contrastive Analysis " (PCA) a model of contrastive
anlysis that is capable of dealing with language use in sociocultural
setting. In his proposal, he suggested four components of PCA
which accommodate the concept of communicative act.

The components are as follows:

A. Locutionary Component LC
B. Illocutionary Component Illc
C. Pragmatico-Contrastive Component PCC
D. Interactive Component IC

PCA suggests that linguists need to consider not only linguistic
contrasts but also pragmatic contrasts such as similarities and
differences in the stylistic user of items in the first and second
language and in form-function relationship.

To sum up, PCA is equally concerned about comparing the
communication functions of different languages as well as
comparing how different languages express the same
communicative functions.
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CA in Yemen

As a result of CA, it was believed that English grammar was the
main problem for Arab learners. Therefore, there was an emphasis
on teaching and learning grammar intensively.

Moreover, there was a comparison between the learners' native
language and the target language in order to enable the learners to
overcome their problems in the second language. This practice was
very common in Yemen in the early sixties when English language
was introduced in schools for the first time as a school subject.

It might be useful to brief the reader when and how English as a
foreign language started to be taught in Yemen as a school subject.
Till 1962, English was not allowed to be taught in schools as a
result of the deliberate isolation of the Yemeni dynasty. When the
Revolution took place in 1962, teaching English was one of the
main objectives of the new government. However, there was not a
single English book at that time available to be taught at schools.
Therefore, the new government decided to use the Egyptian English
Courses," The Nile Course."

These courses were obviously influenced by the CA approach.
Therefore, there was a lot of focus on grammar, and long lists of
vocabulary translated into the learners first language. Learners were
asked to learn by heart the grammar rules of the target language as
well as to memorize these long lists of vocabulary. Learners were
not taught how to use these isolated words in real communication.
Therefore, learners memorized those lists of vocabulary and
grammar rules just to be able to answer the final exam paper.

In 1970, the government realized that these courses were unable to
fulfill the objectives of teaching English in the country . Thus, all
Egyptian courses i.e., " The Nile Course " were replaced by new
English courses called "Living English for the Arab World"

These books were also used in Kuwait. Again, these courses were
mainly based on grammar and translation as well as long lists of
vocabulary translated from English into Arabic to be memorized by
the learners. This was nothing different from the old courses.
However, these courses, like the previous courses failed to fulfill
the objectives of teaching English in Yemen.

In 1980, the British Council in Yemen, with the cooperation of the
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Ministry of Education, established a new course called "English for
Yemen". These books focus on the Yemeni environment to
motivate the Yemeni learners to learn English.

However, these courses were only the " first-aid ". They attempted
to introduce the " Communicative Approach " as a reaction to the
previous traditional courses which were influenced by CA. Though
these new courses gave more attention to learners' " communication
needs ", they did not forget to satisfy the learners expectations ( to
memorize some grammar rules and long lists of vocabulary). These
courses also

failed to fulfill the objectives of teaching English in Yemen,
particularly the second and the fifth objectives listed in the
document quoted below which are:

2. To provide the student with skills which
will enable them to communicate orally
with the native speakers of English and
with people of other nationalities who also
speak English.

5. To enable the learners to carry out on
their own academic research in English
where it is the medium of instruction.
(Ministry of Education, 1965:40)
In 1995, new courses replaced " English for Yemen ". These new
courses were called " Crescent English Course for Yemen". They
were supposed to be introduced in 1991, but suspended as a result
of the Gulf crises. However, these courses need to be evaluated to
find out whether they have achieved their goals or failed like the
previous ones.

Yemeni Learners' Expectations

According to Johnson (1983) students come to class with specific
assumptions about language learning. They may believe that the
most effective way of learning a language is by receiving clear
rules for writing sentences or through rote memorization of
vocabulary charts.
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In other words, some students want traditional didactic teaching
which thus encourages passivity and adoption of " surface "
learning techniques because it is easier for them.

A Yemeni learner does come to study English with certain
expectations. He/She usually expects to be provided with long lists
of vocabulary and grammar rules to be memorized and recited
whenever required in the class. These expectations are mainly
transferred from their elder brothers/sisters or parents who were
taught in that traditional way of CA methodology. Learners in
many cases, ask their teachers to assign some vocabulary to
memorize and learn by heart; otherwise they feel they are not
learning properly. In English classes, teachers translate each and
every word for their learners so as to facilitate learning of the
second language. Therefore, learners who come to the university to
study " English " still expect to be provided with some expressions,
structures, grammar rules, and long lists of vocabulary, to be
memorized. Thus, they learn by heart all the English plays, poetry,
novels and short essays. This might be due to the earlier methods of
teaching in Yemeni pedagogic tradition.

Learners usually ask their teachers about the best bilingual
dictionaries just to start to learn by heart some words with their
Arabic meanings in order to be able to translate from English into
Arabic or vice-versa.

In phonology, Yemeni learners face many difficulties. For example,
/p/ does not exist in the learner's native language. Therefore, they
replace this sound with /b/.

The same thing can be said about /v/; learners replace this sound
with /t/ regardless of whether this sound is initial, or final.

Though traditional CA pays attention to these problems as part of
its basic assumption or predictability; in many teaching situations,
it did not help in solving the learners' problems. These difficulties
have not been taken into account in any of the previous English
courses, including the new courses like " Crescent English Course
for Yemen."
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Conclusion

As a matter of fact, we cannot refute the usefulness and practical
value of CA, in the field of language description as well as in
teaching and learning the target language. Moreover, it helped in
establishing the basic ideas of new approaches and studies of CA
which are coming up in the field of linguistics these days. However,
the new approaches which have grown out of CA have not
destroyed the original idea of CA, that the learner's L1 largely
determines what problems the learner is going to face. Sajavaara
(1981b) points out that the basic idea of contrasting languages is a
correct one. The problem lies not in the idea, but in the methods in
which the contrast has been carried out and that contrastive analysis
needs to be undertaken with reference to purely linguistic
parameters.

Finally, Sanders (1981:30) says, " Contrastive analysis is still in
use, and of use, in language teaching. The part it can play should be
neither exaggerated nor understated, and there is a place for
continuing research.... Account must be taken of empirical evidence
of its usefulness, and the distinction between a linguistic and a
pedagogical grammar borne in mind."
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Comparative Literature and National Literature :
Arabic-English Focus

Dr. Sadek R. Mohammed *

The present paper aims at clarifying the parameters within which
comparative literature works, its premises, its major topics, the
challenges it faces and its future, and to show how it helps deepen our
understanding of national literatures by shedding light on their
specificities and idiosyncrasies.

Forms of expression vary from culture to culture and from artist to
artist, yet the medium of an art remains a special source shared by many.
Every nation has its poets and songs; every continent has its novelists,
bards and chronicles. Comparative literature studies literature across
national and linguistic boundaries with emphasis placed on the
comparison by means of textual analysis. Hence, it helps uncover the
uniqueness of every national literature by seeing things beyond social
and linguistic horizons. The guiding impulse for comparative studies
originates with the assumption that it is fundamentally limiting to confine
the interpretation of literatures within specific national or linguistic
boundaries. In 1974 Francois Jost stated, “National literature can not
constitute an intelligible field of study because of its arbitrarily limited
perspective.” In his view, it is comparative literature that:

represents more than an academic discipline. It is
an overall view of literature, of the world of letters,
a humanistic ecology... a vision of the cultural
universe, inclusive and comprehensive.1

No single definition of comparative literature would satisfy any two
scholars associated with the discipline. Comparatists have diverse
conceptions of the kind of study they embark upon. In fact, scholars
interested in the field of comparative literature are usually encountered
with a plethora of definitions. Marius-Francois Guyard defines it as:

The history of international literary relations. The
comparatist stands at the frontiers, linguistic or national,

*This is a revised and extended version of the paper presented at the Symposium on English Literature
Teaching in Yemen, Faculty of Arts, Ibb University, May 19-20, 2003
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and surveys the exchanges of themes, ideas, books, or
feelings between two or several literatures. His working
method will adapt itself to the diversity of his researches.
A certain equipment is indispensable to him. He must be
informed of the literatures of several countries. He must
read several languages. He must know where to find the
indispensable bibliographies.2

I. Owen Aldridge in his Comparative Literature: Matter
and Method sees that:

It is now generally agreed that comparative literature does

not compare national literatures in the sense of setting one
against the other. Instead, it provides a method of broadening
one’s perspective in the approach to single works of literature-
a way of looking beyond the narrow boundaries of national
frontiers in order to discern trends and movements in various
national cultures and to see the relations between literature and
other spheres of human activity.... Briefly defined, comparative
literature can be considered the study of any literary phenomenon
from the perspective of more than one national literature or in
conjunction with another intellectual discipline or even several.3

Henry Remak in his Comparative Literature: Method and Perspective
believes that comparative literature is:

The study of literature beyond the confines of one particular
country and the study of the relationships between literature
on the one hand and other areas of knowledge and belief,
such as (fine) arts, philosophy, history, the social sciences,
the sciences, religion, etc. on the other. In brief it is the com-
parison of one literature with another or others, and the
comparison of literature with other spheres of human
expression.4

Jan Brandt Corstius in his Introduction to the Study of Literature
mentions that:

Western Literature forms a historical community of national
literatures, which manifests itself in each of them. Each
lyrical, epic, or dramatic text, no matter what its individual
features, was drawn in part from common material, and in that
way both confirms this community and perpetuates it. For the
creator of works of literary art, literature from both the past
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and the present, forms the main ideational and formal context
within which he works. Literary movements and literary
criticism also document this basic unity of Western Literature.
Comparative Literature is based on this view of Western
Literature. It is by viewing objects of literary research-texts,
genres, movements, criticism — in their international perspectives
that if contributes to the knowledge of literature.5

Susan Bassnett in her Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction
sees that “comparative literature involves the study of texts across
cultures, that it is interdisciplinary and that it is concerned with patterns
of connection in literatures across both time and space”. 6 Generally
then, one can say that comparative literature is the discipline that studies
literature TRANSNATIONALITY (and sometimes even
POSTNATIONALITY). It examines literary texts:

1-across national borders
2-across time periods
3-across languages
4-across genres
5-across disciplines: literature and history, politics, science, psychology,
philosophy etc.
6-across the lines of demarcation between literature and the other arts
(painting, music,
dance, film, etc.)
Broadly defined, comparative literature is, in fact, the study of literature
without borders. A comparatist may focus on:

1-studying literary and social change.
2- studying medieval epic, romance, and chronicle.
3-studying the connections of literature to folklore and new media.
4-studying colonial and post-colonial writing in various parts of the
world.
5-Asking fundamental questions about textuality and definitions of
literature.
6-studying trans-Atlantic, Asian, Inter-European, or African literary and
cultural

relations.7

However, Comparative Literature from the time of the French orthodox
school of Van Tiegm and Guyard with its emphasis on historical
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evidence of literary contacts, imitations, influence etc. that took place
between two national literatures, to the Eastern European school, which
sees Comparative Literature as a method in the wide study of history,
theory and criticism of literatures of the world, the major premises on
which comparatists base the scientific and pedagogical usefulness of their

discipline are:

1-

Furthermore, there are four topics present in the studies of Comparative

that literature is one of the basic means (if not the essential
means) for the transmission and understanding of human
heritage and nature; and that its study is useful over and
above its cognitive function.

that the comparative approach to literature is sometimes
more integrated, flexible, and open to all aspects of the
question “human kind and literature” than more traditional
ones.

that comparative literature provides an appropriate field of
work for students and scholars and gives an excellent
opportunity to understand the differences between nations,
and cultures and, at the same time, to grasp the essential
unity of humankind.8

Literature, as Jean Bessiere asserts, and these are:

1-Cultural and literary identities and transfers.
2-Synchronous readings of various literary periods,

various language areas
(region), various cultures.

3-Literary and cultural history of various regions.
4-Meta-criticism.

The positions of each of these topics and their specific features are as
follows:

1-
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unrecognition, as it is usually said, of identities. Thus,
literature can be representing of the relations of identity.”

2- Concerning the synchronous readings of various literary
periods, various language regions, various cultures the issue
“is not to reach conclusions that will have positive or
empirical character, but to create categories that will
provide a common reading of those periods, these
cultures.”

3- As much as literary and cultural history of various regions
is concerned, there is the “question and need to overcome
the sharp national divisions to regions with an aim to
understand literary histories as histories of regional
communities. These regional communities manage the
design of the new critical, cultural and sociological
paradigms. These literary histories are necessary because
the reality and perception of the regions had changed.” And
comparative literature “is the best introduction to a really
updated literary thought of these regions.”

4- Concerning meta-criticism, the issue here is double: “Is
there a theory that is really a transversal of various
literatures? Is it possible to pay attention, within the same
theory, to literary artifact and the recognition of the literary
artifact?” These two questions are beyond the field of
contemporary aesthetics, as it does not provide clear
answers. The answers to these questions, Bessier sees, are
in “various cultures and literatures, to mark the common
knowledge that allows us to review various answers to
these questions.”9

Having said all this, we must not forgo the fact that the discipline since
the 1950’s was going through what Rene Wellek defined as the “crisis of
Comparative Literature.” In fact, critics now, in the age of post-

modernism or post post-modernism are still wrestling with:
The same questions that were posed more than a century
ago: How can comparison be the object of anything? If
individual literatures have a canon, what might a comparative
canon be? How does the comparatist select what to compare?
Is comparative literature a discipline? Or is it simply a field
of study? These and a great many other questions refuse to go
away.10
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In 1969 Harry Levin urged for more practical work and less concern
about the theory. He complained: “We spend far too much of our energy
talking... about Comparative Literature and not of it comparing the
literature.” But this proposal was already “out of date.” In fact, by late
1970°s a “new generation of high-flying graduate students in the West
turned to Literary Theory, Women’s Studies, Semiotics, Film and Media
Studies and Cultural Studies as the radical subject choices abandoning
Comparative Literature to what were increasingly seen as dinosaurs from
a liberal-humanist prehistory.”11
However, as enthusiasm for Comparative Literature in the West was

diminishing, it was gaining ground in other parts of the world especially
in Third World countries. New programmes in comparative literature
started to emerge in China, in Japan, in India and many other Asian
countries. In addition, the comparative studies of scholars in these
countries marked a shift of interest as the focus was not on any “ideal of
universalism, but on the specificity of national literature.”12
Commenting on this shift of interest, Swapan Majumdar mentions:

It is because of this predilection for National Literature-

much deplored by the Anglo- American critics as a me-

thodology- that Comparative Literature has struck roots
in The Third World.13

Ganesh Devy sees that in India, for instance, comparative literature has
been “used to assert the national cultural identity.” Susan Bassnett
believes that there “is no sense here of national literature and
comparative being incompatible.”14

But comparative literature faced serious challenges from “the
emergence of alternative schools of thought,” particularly from what has
been known in the last two de-
cades as post-colonial criticism. Post-colonial criticism involves the
study of literary works written in countries and cultures that have come
under the hegemony of European colonial powers at some point in their
history. In his Orientalism (1978), Edward Said, a pioneer of this type of
criticism, focused on the way in which the colonizing First World has
created false images and myths that have conveniently justified Western
exploitation and domination of Eastern and Middle Eastern cultures and
peoples. Said’s main thesis is that:

the Orient was a word, which later accrued to it a wide
field of meanings, associations and connotations, and
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that these did not necessarily refer to the real Orient
but to the field surrounding the word.15

In his essay “Post colonial Criticism™ (1992), Homi K. Bhabha, one of
the contributors and practitioners of this type of criticism, has shown how
some cultures
(mis)represent other cultures, thereby extending their political and social
domination in the modern world order. However, in their book, The
Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Postcolonial Literature,
Bill Aschroft, Gareth Griffiths and Hellen Tiffin write the following
opening statements: “Post-colonial... is most appropriate as the term for
the new cross-cultural criticism which has emerged in recent years and
for the discourse through which this is constituted.”16 What can we
describe this but “comparative literature under another name?” says
Bassnett.17 The other challenge comes from another rapidly expanding
discipline, and one that has profound implications for the future of
Comparative Literature, namely Translation Studies. Translation Studies
went through a long period of search for identity and place among other
disciplines. To begin with there was the problem of the name of the field
itself. All over the years, diverse terms have been used refer to the field.
In English, one can find such inaccurate reference as: “the art” or “the
craft” of translation, and also “the principles” of translation, the
“fundamentals”, or even the “philosophy” of translation. There have been
also some attempts to add the suffix “-ology”. Roger Goffin, for
example, suggested the term “translatology”. But because
“-ology” derives from Greek, purists rejected it. There was a time when
the terms “tranlastistics” and “translistics” were suggested, but both
could not take currency. In the 1960’s, Eugene Nida was bold enough to
suggest the term “science”, but that attempt failed too, as Nida himself
did not “intend the phrase for the entire field of study, but only for one
aspect of the process of translating as such.” This painstaking process
ended in the mid-1970’s when the term “translation studies” had been
agreed upon as the name to designate the field.18

Then there was the problem of the status of translation. In fact, in
spite of the importance of translation as a means of transmitting human
knowledge and human experience, it has always been looked upon in
secondary terms. Actually, it has been figured as a reproductive not
productive work. All worth, naturalness, truthfulness, lawfulness is given
to the original text:
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ORIGINAL TRANSLATION
Productive Reproductive
Natural Artificial

Truthful False

Lawful Treasonous

The use of the metaphorics of feminism can clarify this conventional
view of translation. The original is seen as a male and translation as a
female. The original functions like a husband and translation like a wife.
As in marriage, translation/wife has to be beautiful and faithful. Actually,
what gives this proposition the appearance of truth is that it has “captured
a cultural complicity between the issues of fidelity in translation and in
marriage.” Fidelity, here, is defined by an “implied contract between
translation (as woman) and original (as husband, father or author)”19.
The same double standards function here as they might have in
traditional marriage. Hence, this contract makes it impossible for the
original’/husband to be guilty of dishonesty/infidelity. Whereas the
dishonest/unfaithful translation/wife is publicly prosecuted for these
crimes. If translation/wife commits any act of infidelity, the offspring
will be unnatural, impure, monstrous, immoral, indeed, bastard.

ORIGINAL TRANSLATION
Male Female
Husband Wife

Marriage/Contract

Cultural Double Standards

Incapable of infidelity Capable of infidelity
Offspring
impure
monstrous immoral unnatural
Bastard
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Jacques Derrida has subverted the very difference, which produces this
binary opposition between original and its reproduction and makes this
difference undecidable. He believes that there is always something left
over that confuses the distinction between original and translation. This
untranslatability according to him is a “function of the law of translation
not a matter of the translation’s infidelity or secondariness. Translation is
governed by a double bind typified by the command ‘Do not read me’:
the text both requires and forbids its translation.”20 Thus, in his attempt
to overturn the binary opposition between original and translation, he
implies that translation is both “original and secondary.” That is why, he
says in his The Ear of the Other: * translation is writing: that is, it is not
translation in the sense of transcription. It is productive writing called
forth by the original text.”21 Commenting on Derrida’s argument, Lori
Chamberlain says:

By arguing the interdependence of writing and translating,
Derrida subverts the autonomy and privilege of the ‘original’
text, binding to an impossible but necessary contract with the
translation and making each the debtor of the other.22

Translation studies now is a discipline in its own right. Comparative
literature has traditionally claimed translation as a sub-category, but this
assumption is now being questioned. The relationship between them has
to be re-examined because while “comparative literature in the West
seems to be losing ground, even as it becomes more nebulous and loosely
defined... translation studies is undergoing the opposite process.”23 It is
establishing itself firmly as a “ subject based in inter-cultural study and
offering a methodology of some rigour, both in terms of theoretical and
descriptive work.” Hence, comparative literature appears to be: “ less like
a discipline and more like a branch of something else.” Examined in this
way, the “problem of the crisis could then be put into perspective” says
Bassnett” and the long unresolved debate on whether comparative
literature is not a discipline in its own right could finally and definitely be
shelved.”24

But this is not the end of the story. There is another paradigm which I
feel will contribute, once adopted, to the enrichment and development of
comparative studies, and that is the antithetical criticism of the influential
contemporary critic Harold Bloom included primarily in his seminal
book The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry (1973). Bloom
tackles in this book the influence some poets exert on other later poets.
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He discredits the conventional notion that literary tradition is an
empowering source of influence on modern poets. Instead, he argues that
for poets since Milton the achievements of their great precursors are
fetters to their own desire of originality. In fact, Bloom sees that a poet is

motivated to compose when his imagination is seized upon

by a poem or poems of a ‘precursor’, or father-poet. The
‘belated’ poet’s attitudes to his precursor, like those in Freud’s
analysis of Oedipal relation of son to father, are ambivalent; that
is they are compounded not only of admiration but also (since

a strong poet feels a compelling need to be autonomous and
absolutely original) of hate, envy, and fear of the father-poet’s
preemption of the son’s imaginative space. The belated poet
unconsciously safeguards his sense of his own autonomy and
priority by reading a parent poem ‘defensively’, in such a way to
distort it beyond his own conscious recognition. Nonetheless,

he cannot avoid embodying the malformed parent-poem into

his own doomed attempt to write an unprecedentedly original
poem; the most that even the best belated poet can achieve is

to write a poem so ‘strong’ that it effects an illusion of priority-
that is, an illusion both that it has escaped the father-poem’s
precedence and it exceeds it in greatness.25

Influence, as Bloom sees “is influenza-an astral disease” and to counter
its threat, strong poets learn to immunize themselves by “misreading”
their predecessors. Such creative misreading functions through six
revisinonary ratios, which form the basis for Bloom’s manifesto for a
new antithetical criticism26. And these revisionary ratios are as follows:

1- Clinamen or poetic misreading... This appears as a
corrective movement in his own poem, which implies that
the precursor poem went accurately up to a certain point,
but then should have swerved, precisely in the direction
that the new poem moves.

2- Tessera, which is completion and antithesis... A poet
antithetically “completes™ his precursor, by so reading the
parent poem as to retain its terms but to mean them in
another sense, as though the precursor had failed to go far
enough.

3- Kenosis, which is a breaking device similar to the defense
mechanism our psyches employ against repletion
compulsions; kenosis then is a movement towards
discontinuity with the precursor. The later poet, apparently
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emptying himself of his own imaginative godhead, seems
to humble himself as though he were ceasing to be a poet,
but this ebbing is so performed in relation to a precursor’s
poem’s-of-ebbing that the precursor is emptied out also,
and so the later poem of deflation is not as absolute as it
seems.

4- Daemonization, or a movement towards a personalized
Counter-Sublime, in reaction to the precursor’s Sublime...
the later poet opens himself to what he believes to be a
power in the parent-poem that does not belong to the
parent proper, but to a range of being just beyond that
precursor. He does this, in his poem, by so stationing its
relation to the parent-poem as to generalize a way the
uniqueness of the earlier work.

5- Askesis or movement of self-purgation... The later poet
does not, as Kenosis (discontinuity with the father-poet),
undergo a revisionary movement of emptying, but of
curtailing; he yields up part of his own human and
imaginative endowment, so as to separate himself from
others, including the precursor, and he does this in his
poem by so stationing it in regard to the parent-poems as
to make that poem undergo askesis too; the precursor’s
endowment is also truncated.

6- Apophrades or the return of the dead. (The later poet,
already burdened by an imaginative solitude, holds up his
poem so open again to the father-poet’s work, not as
though the father poet were writing his poem, but as
though the later poet himself had written the father-poet’s
characteristic work.)27

Although Bloom’s theory of the anxiety of influence is meant primarily
to trace the influence some poets exert on other poets inter-culturally, this
method can yield very interesting results if comparatists employ it
across-culturally. It can also expand its interests from poetry and go to
other genres and produce even more interesting results as Bloom,
himself, mentions how he in his criticism has tried to achieve his
autonomy by writing defensively against other critics.

Comparative Literature today is, indeed, one of the most dynamic fields
of study. It has defied all the negative views that see it as non-subject and
lacking in rigour and methodology. Its basis of existence lies in exploring
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the melting pot in which the literary and art world currently thrives. It
questions literary theories and concepts while maintaining an
understanding of literature’s aesthetic qualities. Furthermore, it realizes
the importance and value of literary research with more specific regional
focus, but conceives comparative studies as a necessary complement to
the study of national literatures.

In what follows, I shall elaborate on this final point and show how
comparative literature is, indeed, very necessary, for instance, to the
understanding of English and Arabic literatures. The story of influence
between Arabic and other European literatures especially English
literature is a very interesting one. Europe is indebted to the Arabs for her
‘Romance’ movement and the Europeans are indebted to the Arabs for
most, if not all, the driving forces which turned the Middle Ages into a
different world in spirit and imagination. The Arabic influence infiltrated
into European literature through the inspiration and tales told by Muslims
speaking Arabic and some other European languages in addition to
Southern French poets. Actually, the flourishing of Arabic literature in
Adalusia (present day Spain) and its legacy is a fact that can never be
denied by European literary historians. Many refer to the connection of
many gifted European poets such as Boccacio, Dante, and Petrarch the
Italians, the English poet Chaucer, and the Spanish Cervantes to Arabic
literature. Boccacio’s Decameron (1349), for instance, is fashioned on
the Arabian Nights. He compiled one hundred stories on the lines of the
Arabian Nights and ascribed them to seven ladies and three men who
had fled from the town and sought refuge in the suburbs because of a
plague. Each was called upon to narrate a story every morning to pass the
time. Shakespeare, by the way, borrowed from them the subject of his
comedy All’s Well That Ends Well. Chaucer, after a journey to Italy,
designed his Canterbury Tales on the lines of Boccacio’s Decameron of
which the story of “the Knight” was borrowed from the Arabian Nights.
However, Dante’s connection to Arabic literature is more pronounced
than Boccacio’s or Chaucer’s. He lived in Sicily during the reign of
Frederick II who was given to the study of Arabic references on Islamic
culture. Various comparatists have found similarities between the
description of paradise by Mohiuddin bin Arabi and his Divine Comedy.
Dante knew much about prophet Muhammad, and must have read the
chapter about The Night Journey or the ascent of the prophet to the seven
heavens. He might have also read the Message of Absolution by Abu El-
Ela Al-Ma’ari. The influence of these Arabic sources has been passed on
later on to the seventeenth-century English poet John Milton especially in
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his Paradise Lost. Furthermore, Petrarch lived during the age of Arab
culture in France and Italy. He learnt at the university of Montpellier and
Paris, which were founded by the disciples of Arabs that had graduated
from the Andalusian universities. Cervantes lived in Algeria for some
years and wrote his Don Quixote. Those who read Don Quixote will
never doubt that this comic book is wholly Andalusian in its core. In fact,
this work affirms Cervantes’ wide reading in Arabic and his borrowing of
Arabic sayings and proverbs, which are still current among Arabs even
today.28

In fact, the Arab-Islamic influence on European Literature is so wide
that one can scarcely find a man of letters whose poetry and prose is
devoid of an Arab-Islamic hero or anecdote. Of these literary people are
Shakespeare, Addison, Byron, Southey, Coleridge, Shelley from
England; Goethe, Herder, Lessing, Henine, form Germany; Voltaire,
Montesquieu, Hugo and La Fontaine from France. La Fontaine admitted
he had spun his fables on the lines of Kalila and Demna, which was
introduced to the Europeans by the Muslims.29

The European story was influenced during its rise by the techniques of
the Arabic novel of the Middle Ages namely, the ballad, epic, adventures
of knights for romance and glory etc. Some European critics believe that
Swift’s Gulliver Travels, and Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe are indebted to
the Arabian Nights and Message from Hai Bin Yakzan which was
written by the philosopher Ibn Tofail. The Arabian Nights exerted a
stronger influence after its translation at the beginning of the twelfth
century that had surpassed all effects of other similar literary works.

This does not mean, however, that the influence was always coming
from one direction. European Literatures, in general, have also
influenced Arabic Literature, especially modern Arabic literature. Arab
critics, for instance, often speak of the influences of Walt Whitman on
Amin Al-Rayhani; William Blake on Gibran and T.S. Eliot and Edith
Sitwell on As-Sayyab. In fact, it is impossible to understand modern
Arabic literature without references to such strong European influences
as: Rimbaud, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Gorky, Beckett, Allan Ginsberg,
Sartre and many others.

And now let’s see some practical applications. In my view, our
understanding of both Beowulf, the English epic of 700 A. D., and
Gilgamesh, the Iraqi epic of 7000 B.C. can be better if we read them
comparatively. Gilgamesh is the earliest piece of literature ever recorded.
Beowulf, on the other hand, is the literary work of medieval Europe. First
let’s show how Beowulf mirrors the structure of Gilgamesh:

At Olyaie / aaisn— poibdl suall— aslod! do LY Alone



Comparative Literature and National - Dr. Sadek R. Mohammed

-14-

1-

AV e OLaio /50099 — potbuad! suall— asbond! s L3 Alone

The hero in both epics is a figure of great national or even
cosmic importance. In Gilgamesh, he is the Sumerian hero
Gilgamesh who has all knowledge and wisdom. He is the
son of king Laybanda and Nisun (Queen of the Wild
Cow), a minor goddess, two thirds of him god, with
human form given by the Lady of the gods (Aruru) and
perfected by (Ea). In Beowulf, he is Beowulf a mighty
warrior from the land of Geats in Sweden. He is noble,
courageous, bold and stronger by far than any other living
mortal.

The setting of both poems is ample in scale. Gilgamesh
goes to the forest of Cedar where the gods and goddesses
have their secret abode and throne, he wanders in the wild
and travels to Uta-napishtim at the edge of the world
through the land of darkness, through the garden of gods,
across the waters of death. In Beowulf the setting spans
Denmark and Sweden.

The action in both epics involves superhuman deeds in
battles. Gilgamesh kills the guardian of the cedar forest,
the great demon Humbaba and the Bull of heavens.
Beowulf kills the monster Grendel, Grendel’s mother and
the dragon that spreads terror across the realm of the
Geats.

In these actions the gods and other supernatural beings
take an interest and active part. Anu (Father of gods),
Aruru (Mother goddess), Ishtar the goddess of sexual
love, Humbaba and the Bull of heaven in Gilgamesh; and
Grendel, his mother and the dragon in Beowulf.
Structurally, also, these two epics are divided
chronologically into two sections. In Gilgamesh the first
section focuses on Gilgamesh and Enkidu, the second one
focuses on Gilgamesh after the death of Enkidu. Beowulf
is divided also into two sections: the first one focuses on
Beowulf as a young man and the second on him as an old
man.
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Moreover, themes in both epics parallel each other:

1- Actions speak louder than words.

2- Love of friends.

3- Forces of darkness-irrational, menacing- are
always at work in society.

4- Accepting one’s own mortality.

5- Love of adventure.

6- Judge the greatness of a human being by the
greatness of his deeds and his noble ancestry.

Comparative Literature can provide very interesting answers that will
definitely deepen our understanding of these great literary works, if
we study the nature of the hero or the treatment of themes or the
presence of the superhuman, for instance, in both these epics.

The other example I would like to cite here is between two war
poets. The first is the Iraqi contemporary poet Abdul-Razaq Al-
Rubaie (1961- ) and the second is the British Wiltfred Owen (1893-
1918). Both poets were war poets. Both experienced life in trenches
and took part in hot battles. Both experienced the horrors of war and
wrote about its terrifying consequences. From the first one I have
selected his “Tomorrow the War Will Make a Picnic”. From the
second I have selected “Futility”. Both poems deal with the theme of
war and studying them comparatively will provide interesting
insights into the nature of both of them.

Owen’s “Futility” is a short poem of fourteen lines. And although it
tackles war, the word war is never mentioned in the text at all. Yet, it
is made conspicuous by its absence. There are two dominant ideas in
the poem clashing and causing almost all the poetic tension in the
poem. The first is present “the sun” which the text shows as a life
giver. The other is absent,‘the war”, a life taker. The sun is associated
with life, the harvest and life. The war is associated with death and
the cold. A dead soldier is seen by the voice in the poem in the no-
man zone between the fighting troops and calls upon other soldiers
to:

Move him into the sun-

Gently its touch awoke him once,

At home, whispering of fields unsown.
Always it awoke him, even in France,
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Until this morning and this snow.

The sunbeams toil becomes futile because of War. This is the
conclusion, which readers infer from their answers to the three
rhetorical questions at the end of the poem.

The Sun (life giver) War (life taker)
Life Death
Warmth the Cold

Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides,
Full-nerved- still warm — Too hard to stir?
Was it for this the clay grew tall?

- O what made fatuous sunbeams toil

To break earth’s sleep at all?

|

War

Al-Rubaiee’s “Tomorrow the War Will Have a Picnic” is relatively
longer. Here the war is present from the title of the poem till the last line.
The central idea of the poem is that war will take place tomorrow and
what people should do in preparation for this terrifying event. A refrain
dominates the entire text of the poem: “Tomorrow the War Will Have a
Picnic” and generates all the poetic energy in the poem. This refrain is
repeated thirteen times in the text to intensify the ominous news, which
the text attempts to convey, i.e., war will take place tomorrow. The war
will bring nothing but the destruction of human life and death. However,
unlike Futility, it does not describe things that have actually happened in
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war, it foretells of things that may happen if war takes place. And
perhaps it is reminiscent of all previous wars. Furthermore, the poem
takes a circular movement. It ends where it begins. Probably this is an
attempt by the poet to refer to the vicious circle that we might find
ourselves in if indeed tomorrow the war will have a picnic.

Tomorrow the War Will Have a Picnic
Tomorrow the War Will Have a Picnic

|

Ornament ....
Sweep ....
Brush ....
Prepare ....
Close ....
Remove ....
Plant ....
Leave....

circular movement

The vicious circle of war

Comparative Literature is a lively discipline today. Indeed, it, with its
overall view of human literature, can provide interesting insights into the
nature of national literatures as the sole study of these cannot provide a
complete understanding of the literary phenomena because of their
narrow perspective.
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APPENDIX

Futility

Move him into the sun —

Gently its touch awoke him once,

At home, whispering of fields unsown.
Always it woke him, even in France,
Until this morning and this snow.

If anything might rouse him now

The kind old sun will know.

Think how it wakes the seeds, -
Woke, once, the clays of a cold star.
Are limbs, so dear achieved, are sides,
Full-nerved — still warm — too hard to stir?
Was it for this the clay grew tall?

- O what made fatuous sunbeams toil
To break earth’s sleep at all?

Wilfred Owen (1893-1919)
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“ w W W H P ”

Tomorrow the War Will Have a Picnic
Tomorrow the war will have a picnic
Ornament hospitals with medicines, bandages
And sharp lancets

Tomorrow the war will have a picnic
Sweep dust and weeds from graves

Dig new ones

As it detests the smells of rotten corpses

Remove mud from mud
Brush your teeth well so that you can be
Seen in the darkness that’ll accompany its pompous entourage

Remove transient joys from your hearts
As it does not like bubbles or balloons

Tomorrow the war will have a picnic
Prepare your bodies for pain and amputation
As it will trifle with you

It loves heavyweight trifling

Tomorrow the war will have a picnic

Abandon delicacy

And laughter

It does not like chocolate

And kissing in the roads

And things like these are not good for the health of the heart
According to the mood of the war

Which will have a picnic tomorrow

Tomorrow the war will have a picnic
Break mothers’ hearts
So that tears won’t expand

Tomorrow the war will have a picnic
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Abandon delicacy,
Laughter,

Dancing,

Childhood,

Women,

Beds,

Cups of tea and milk,
Classrooms’ desks

And what is left of dreams
Splintered in corners

It does not like chocolate
And kissing in the roads

And things like these are not good for the health of the war
Which will have a picnic tomorrow.
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